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March 12, 2022 Historical textures, as the beating heart of cities, became the major manifestation of cultural

values due to the importance of physical heritage. This study aims to provide a model for
culturally-led regeneration on the purpose of the sustainable development of tourism in the
historical texture of Isfahan. The study is an applied and descriptive-analytic research in terms
of purpose and method. The research tool was a questionnaire. The collected data were
processed using the SPSS and Smart PLS software programs. The stability and validity tests
showed the model reliability and validity. The results of factor loads showed that the form
with the highest path coefficient had the most significant impact on the culturally-led

Keywords: regeneration in the historical texture of Isfahan. Also, measuring the sustainable development
Culturally-led regeneration, of tourism, services, and welfare with the highest route coefficient had the most significant
Sustainable tourism impact on this index. Research findings (through a one-sample t-test) showed a strong
development, Culture-based correlation and direct relationship between culturally-led regeneration and sustainable tourism
strategies, Deteriorating development in the historical deteriorated fabric of Isfahan City. Also, the results of the

historical texture, Isfahan City | Structural equation model indicated that cultural consumption in the historical texture of
Isfahan would mediate the relationship between culturally-led regeneration and the sustainable
development of tourism. Meanwhile, the other two components (production of culture and
participatory art events) proved to be ineffective in mediating the relationship between
culturally-led regeneration and the sustainable development of tourism.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Historical districts of cities are important urban spaces. They are valuable architectural legacy left over from the
past, and they have always played a significant role in urban identity throughout the history. The ancient districts
of cities in Iran are not exceptions, but now these areas are faced with a lot of problems that threaten their lives.
The worn and dysfunctional urban structure is one of the main issues in urban planning. This issue takes on more
serious dimensions when it arises in historical and cultural contexts; with the erosion of these tissues, the
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historical and cultural identity of a city is endangered. Historical and internal context of cities is considered in
terms of antiquity, physical heritage, and suitable lands with cultural functions, as the most important spatial
context of the culturally-led regeneration. By the protection of these values, urban tourism is reflected in the
form of heritage and cultural tourism. Various strategies and perspectives have been presented in the theoretical
literature on the organization of urban areas to solve the problems caused by the phenomenon of urban decline,
which can be discussed by the urban regeneration approach. In addition, the change in the nature of economic
development in this century has led cultural activities that were assumed to have effects on economic growth
and gradually play a significant role in the context of the trans-industry economy. Culturally-led regeneration
has become one of the most commonly used approaches in many cities around the world. Therefore, it is
necessary to provide a model of culturally-led regeneration for the sustainable development of tourism in the
historical texture of Isfahan.

2. Research Methodology

This research is a quantitative in terms of data collection and analytical in terms of approach. The problem under
study is dealt with through a field survey. Aquestionnaire has also been extracted for this purpose by referring
directly to statistical centers and statistics. Books, articles and dissertations available in the libraries of different
universities have provided comprehensive information for the research. Due to the existence of historical areas
in the city of Isfahan, the study area is a worn out area located in the early core of Isfahan. The selected historical
elements are in District 3 (Naghsh Jahan neighborhood) and in District 1 (Darb-e-Kushk neighborhood). The
statistical population of the study includes people living in the worn-out area of Naghsh Jahan and Darb-e-Kushk
neighborhoods. Based on Cochran sampling, 374 residents of these two neighborhoods were selected as a sample
and interviewed. The sampling was regular and random. The data collection tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire, the questions of which were prepared based on the Likert scale. There were 33 questions to
measure the regeneration of the base culture, 55 questions measure and evaluate the indicators of sustainable
tourism development, and 21 questions to evaluate the modifying components. In order to test the validity,
content analysis has been used. For this purpose, the opinions of 30 professors and competent experts were used
to assess the content validity. The reliability of the research was calculated using Cronbach's alpha test. Using
version 26 of the SPSS Cronbach's alpha software, the value of 0.935 was obtained. To analyze the relationships
among the indicators and to discover the effect of individual factors as independent and dependent variables,
PLS path modeling was used with the help of the Smart PLS software.

3. Results and discussion

Considering the values of path coefficients that represent the standardized beta in the regression or correlation
coefficient of two structures, it is possible to measure the effect of each of the independent variables, which are
the three dimensions of culture-based reproduction in this study, on the dependent variable, which is the eighth
dimension of sustainable development. The impacts of these dimensions are evaluated. According to the internal
or structural model of the research, the form component with a path coefficient of 0.936 has the greatest impact
on the regeneration of the base culture in the study area, and the functional and semantic dimensions are in the
second place (0.868) and the third place (0.525), respectively. Also, in measuring the sustainable development
of tourism, the service and welfare dimension with the path coefficient of 0.928 is the most effective, followed
by urban management with the path coefficient of 0.84, technology with the path coefficient of 0.830, economy
with the path coefficient of 0.727, environment with the path coefficient of 0.723, physical dimension with the
coefficient of 0.683, and cultural dimension with the coefficient of 0.600. All these domains impact the
sustainable tourism development in the historical context of Isfahan. Finally the social component with the
coefficient of 0.551 has the least impact on the development sustainable tourism in the historical context of
Isfahan. These results have been based on the structural equation model in the study area..
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4. Conclusion

The t-value for the effect of culture regeneration based on sustainable tourism development is 38.358, and the
p-value is 0.000. They are statistically significant. On the other hand, the value of the relevant factor is 0.798,
which, due to its positive relationship, denotes a direct relationship between the two variables of culture-based
regeneration and sustainable tourism development. That is, with an increase in the cultural regeneration, the
sustainable tourism development increases. The t-value for the effect of regenerating the base culture with the
effect of cultural consumption as a moderator on the sustainable development of tourism is 2.634, and the p-
value is 0.009. Given that the t-statistic is greater than 1.96 and the p-value is less than 0.05, cultural consumption
moderates the relationship between the regeneration of the base culture and the sustainable development of
tourism. The t-value for the effect of culture-based regeneration with the effect of cultural production as a
moderator on sustainable tourism development is 0.050, and the p-value is 0.960; the t-value is less than 1.96,
and p-value is greater than 0.05. Thus, cultural production does not moderate the relationship between the
recreation of the underlying culture and the sustainable development of tourism. The t-value for the effect of
culture-based regeneration with the effect of the event as a moderator on sustainable tourism development is
0.777, and the p-value is 0.437. Considering that the t-value is less than 1.96 and the p-value is greater than 0.05,
the event does not moderate the relationship between the re-creation of the underlying culture and the sustainable
development of tourism. The factor loadings in independent variables and dependent variables showed that the
form component with the highest path coefficient has the greatest impact on the reconstruction of the base culture
in the historical context of Isfahan. The functional and semantic dimensions are ranked second and third.
Measuring the sustainable tourism development services and welfare with the highest route coefficient had the
greatest impact on this index, and the social component had the least impact on the sustainable tourism
development in the study area. The t-test result related to the research conceptual model confirms the relationship
between the recreation of the base culture as an independent variable and the sustainable development of tourism
as a dependent variable. Also, the results of this test indicate that culture sector in the historical context of Isfahan
intends to provide places for residents and tourists through marketing strategies and promotion of places, thus
reviving the inner areas of the city. It will lead to the adjustment of the relationship between the recreation of the
base culture and the sustainable development of tourism, while the other two components with the titles of culture
production and participatory art event are ineffective in adjusting the relationship between the recreation of the
culture and the sustainable development of tourism. Therefore, considering the importance of addressing the
issue of culture and the strategies related to it should be considered in the historical context of Isfahan. By
recreating the culture bases, we can hope for sustainable tourism development.
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