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January 23, 2022 Empowering the villagers is one of the important concerns of the officials and planners of rural

affairs. The role of rural managers in this regard can be very significant and effective. The
purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of good governance on the social
empowerment of villagers in the rural areas of Esfarayen. The present research is applied in
terms of purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of method. The statistical population of the
study consists of the heads of the rural households in Esfarayen. According to the 2016 census,
the city of Esfarayen had a population of 62977 people equal to 17881 households. Using
Cochran's formula, 376 heads of households were randomly selected as the sample size. One-

Keywords: sample t-test, Pearson correlation coefficient and multivariate regression analysis were used
Good governance, Rural to analyze the research findings. The results of the one-sample t-test showed that the social
management, Social trust index with an average of 3.122 had the highest average but the equality index with an
empowerment, Rural areas, average of 2.745 had the lowest average among the indicators of good governance. In general,
Esfarayen County good rural governance with an average of 2.889 is lower than the desired situation. To examine

the status of social empowerment indicators, the results of the one-sample t-test showed that
the social cohesion index with an average of 3.132 had the highest, while the quality of life
index with an average of 2.868 had the lowest average. In total, social empowerment with an
average of 3.041 was evaluated as being in a favorable situation. The results of the regression
analysis showed that good rural governance had the greatest impact on the quality of life with
a beta coefficient of 0.352 and the lowest impact on the social responsibility of villagers with
a beta coefficient of 0.081. Also, the effects of good governance on the social participation
variable with a beta coefficient of 0.294, the social cohesion variable with a beta coefficient
of 0.257, the social skills and knowledge variable with a beta coefficient of 0.212, and the
social interaction variable with a beta coefficient of 0.106 were significant.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Over the decades, rural areas around the world have faced challenges such as declining economic activities,
restructuring traditional agricultural industries, aging populations, migrating young people abroad for higher
education, and declining the quality of life in small towns and villages. One area that can dramatically improve
the development is the provision of public services and rural governance. The good rural governance is one of

* Corresponding Author: Masoumeh Khaledi
Address: Geography and Rural Planning Department, Hakim  Email: Masoumehkhaledi518@gmail.com
Sabzevari University, Sabzevar, Iran

Investigating the effects of good governance on the social empowerment of villagers in the villages of Esfarayen County




d“’&* . The Journal of Geographical

ol U, *

the newest and most popular approaches in the field of sustainable management of rural development. Based on
the three main pillars of government, the private sector and civil society, this approach emphasizes the active
and effective presence of these pillars in terms of participation, transparency, accountability, legitimacy, justice,
efficiency and effectiveness, accountability, consensus and human development. Good governance involves
consolidating the legal authority and power of the state in an effort to place all structures in the matrix of peace,
security and stability, thus leading to political, social and economic prosperity.

2. Research Methodology

The present research is applied in terms of the purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of the method. The
statistical population of the study consists of the heads of the rural households in Esfarayen. According to the
2016 census, Esfarayen city had a population of 62977 people equal to 17881 households. Using Cochran's
formula, 376 heads of households were selected as the sample size. Considering that Esfarayen County has 95
villages with more than 20 households and due to the large number of villages, two villages from each set of
villages were selected as sample villages, thus a total of 14 villages were selected as the statistical population.
The main tool for collecting the data was a researcher-made questionnaire. After a complete review by professors
and experts, its weaknesses were eliminated and its validity was finally approved by the professors. Also, to
evaluate the reliability of the questionnaire and the studied indicators, Cronbach’s alpha test was used. The alpha
value of the whole questionnaire was equal to 0.81, which indicates that the questionnaire has a good ability to
measure the indicators. In this study, according to the independent variable (good rural governance) and the
dependent variable (rural empowerment), the variables of good governance and social empowerment of the
villagers were selected. One-sample t-test, Pearson correlation coefficient and multivariate regression analysis
were used to analyze the research findings. The GIS software was also used to draw the corresponding maps.

3. Results and discussion

R In the first place, the descriptive findings and then the inferential findings are examined. According to the
results of the descriptive findings, 263 people, equivalent to 70% of the respondents, were men and 113 people,
equivalent to 30% of the respondents, were women. Also, 298 people, equivalent to 79%, were married, and 78
respondents, equivalent to 21% of the frequency, were single. In terms of education, the highest frequency of
26% belonged to the diploma holders, and the lowest percentage of 14% was related to the master's degree group
and higher. In terms of age, the highest percentage of 35% was for the age group of 41 to 50 years, and the lowest
percentage of 12% belonged to the age group of 20 to 30 years. In terms of occupation, 41% of the respondents
were in the occupational group of farmers with the highest percentage, and the lowest percentage of 9% was
related to the retired.

4. Conclusion

The results showed that good rural governance in the studied villages is in an unfavorable situation; among the
seven dimensions of governance examined, only social trust was in a good situation, and the dimensions of
participation, performance, equality, responsiveness, social awareness and socio-economic status were at a
disadvantage. The results indicate that rural managers take appropriate measures in the field of rural participation
by attracting more participation of the deprived, attracting rural investors, resolving local disputes, solving rural
problems and issues, properly following rural performance results, creating opportunities for women, starting
special programs to do justice in Dehyari, having transparency in informing contracts, announcing programs,
performances and costs to the public, making Dehyari respond to the demands of the villagers, making the
Dehyari officials fulfill their promises, having fair behavior toward the villagers, settling financial problems at
the village level, and providing adequate welfare facilities at the village level. The villagers are not satisfied with
the performance of the village managers in this regard. In the study of social empowerment in the villages of
Esfarayen County, the results showed that the villagers have a very low level of empowerment in the field of
quality of life, skills and social knowledge, social interactions, social participation, social cohesion and social
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responsibility. However, they have good capabilities. In general, the social empowerment of the villagers has
been assessed as favorable. Pearson’s correlation coefficient was used to examine the relationship between good
governance and social empowerment. The test results showed that there is a significant relationship betweenthe
two variables. Also, the results of multivariate regression analysis showed that good rural governance has the
greatest impact on the quality of life of villagers and the least impact on social responsibility. The impacts of
good governance on social participation, social cohesion, social skills and knowledge, and social interaction are
also significant. Therefore, according to the results, the good performance of managers can lead to social
empowerment of villagers, and their poor performance would have negative effects on the social empowerment
of villagers.
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