diy
ol C_,. . N
Wit

The Journal of Geographical Research on Desert Areas
Volume 12, Issue 1, Spring and Summer 2025, pp.65 - 86
Home page: http://grd.yazd.ac.ir/

P-ISSN: 2345-332X  E-ISSN: 2588-7009 Yazd University

Original Research Article

Spatial analysis of the distribution and continuity of fashion areas in

urban spaces

Mostafa Amirfakhrian'*, Fatemeh Almasian”

! Assistant professor of urban planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
2 Master student of urban planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

d.) 10.22034/GRD.2024.21562.1616

Received

May 16, 2024
Accepted
September 29, 2024

Keywords

Women’s hair salons,
Spatial analysis, Spatial
distribution, District 9 of
Mashhad City

Nowadays, various issues have affected the atmosphere of cities. Fashion and spatial
dimensions are among these issues. In this regard, the present study aims to investigate
the prevalence and distribution pattern of women's hair salons (as an example of
fashion activities) in District 9 of Mashhad. The study is of a descriptive-analytical
type, the statistical population is all the hair salons in District 9 (including 1237 hair
salons), and the research variables include absolute and relative location, year of
establishment and duration of operation of each hair salon (according to geographical
location), area population, and land-rent price. In the first step, through documentary
studies, concepts and ideas related to spatial dispersion were collected, and a research
conceptual model was formulated. In the next step, while collecting the information of
each hairdressing salon, a location information database was created in the ARC-GIS
space. In this database, the location of all the hair salons was determined on the map
of Mashhad. Also, by using population layers, spatialized land-rent price, spatial
analysis models (such as time-space cube, hot-cold spots, center of gravity and
distribution direction) and statistical models (such as scatter correlation coefficient),
the issue was analyzed. The results showed that 59% of the hair salons (with an average
activity of 2.3 years) were closed during the period under investigation. The criteria
for the stability of hairdressing salons showed that the population index (absolute) and
land price (relative) do not have a significant effect on the continuation of their activity,
while the number of hairdressing salons in a location (presence threshold) is more
related to their stability. In total, Chaharcheshmeh, Hanrestan, Sarafarazan and
Rezashahr neighborhoods were identified as the most stable areas for the activity of
barbershops. The results also showed that the diffusion of barbershops occurs in three
stages, in which the approach of barbershops is changing from the model of access for
everyone to the desire for special situations. It seems that branding plays an important
role in this change.

E-ISSN: 2588-7009 /© 2023. Published by Yazd University. This is an open access article under @
the CC BY 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). @

* Corresponding Author: Mostafa Amirfakhrian
Address: Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran Email: amirfakhrian@um.ac.ir


http://grd.yazd.ac.ir/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2345-332X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2588-7009

iy
ool C, ) N
e

Yazd University

1. Introduction

Due to the importance of the spatial dimension of phenomena, spatial distribution has become one of the
important topics in the field of urban and regional planning. One of the effective factors in changing the nature
of markets and businesses is fashion. Globalization and the power of production have given fashion an important
role in the economy and transformed it from a local issue to an industry based on the global division of labor.
Nowadays, fashion is able to affect the atmosphere of cities. Examining this issue in Iran is of special importance.
The spatial aspect of this issue has received little attention in domestic studies. It is prevalent especially in
metropolises that are more related to the hierarchical levels of fashion. So, even in the lower neighborhoods, a
significant dispersion of these spaces can be observed. The city of Mashhad, as the second largest city in the
country, has been exposed to changes resulting from modernity and value and behavioral transformations in
recent years. District 9 in this city has become an attractive area for various activities such as women's hair
salons. During the 30-year period since the early 1990s, about 1237 barbershops have been established in that
area. In this regard, the present study aims to investigate the prevalence and distribution pattern of women's hair
salons (as an example of fashion activities) in District 9 of Mashhad.

2. Research Methodology

In this descriptive-analytical study, the statistical population included all of the hairdressing salons in District 9
(including 1237 hairdressing salons), and the research variables were absolute and relative location, year of
establishment and duration of each hairdressing salon (according to geographical location), area population, and
land-rent price. In the first step, through documentary studies, the concepts and ideas related to spatial dispersion
were collected, and the conceptual model of the research was compiled. In the next step, while collecting the
data of the hair salons one by one, a location information database was created in the ARC-GIS space. In this
database, the location of all the hair salons was determined on the map of Mashhad. The research theme was
examined with population layers, spatialized land-rent price, spatial analysis models (such as space-time cube,
hot-cold spots, center of gravity and distribution direction), and statistical models (such as scatter and correlation
coefficient).

3. Results and discussion

The results showed that 59% of hair salons (with an average activity of 2.3 years) were closed during the period
under review. Based on the criteria for the stability of hairdressing salons, the population index (absolute) and
land price (relative) do not have a significant effect on the continuation of the activity of those salons, while the
number of hairdressing salons in a location (presence threshold) is more related to their stability. In general,
Chaharcheshmeh, Hanrestan, Sarafarazan and Rezashahr neighborhoods were identified as the most stable areas
for the activity of barbershops. The results showed that the spread of barbershops occurs in three stages, and the
approach of barbershops is changing from access for everyone to desire for special situations. It seems that
branding plays an important role in this change.

4. Conclusion

The aim of the present study was to depict a part of the hidden dimensions of women's hair salons as an example
in the fashion field in the urban space. This topic is significant from two perspectives. First, the subject of fashion
and its spatial reflections has inadvertently invaded the atmosphere of towns and cities. Second, the manner of
its dissemination and the lack of attention to its special cultural and economic reflections have posed problems.
This study showed that the spatial distribution of hairdressing salons in the ninth district of Mashhad is moving
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from the pattern of "access for all" to the pattern of "tendency to special situations”. In this process, "branding”
seems to have a prominent role. The findings indicate that branding in the environment does not aim to make
services accessible to everyone, but it tries to draw attention to itself by establishing itself in special situations
while gaining special status and value. This can happen through being "seen", "known" and "surpassed". Also,
the findings showed that fierce competitive conditions have overshadowed fashion spaces such that a large part
of these spaces were not able to compete, thus forced to close. It was shown that the activity in this field is
accompanied by many risks, and ignoring it can cause serious challenges for its operators.
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