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Introduction

The identity of life in cities and its physical elements such as housing are of paramount
importance to note. House is the smallest form of the physical embodiment of human-
environment and its interactions with the vital spatial functions of human habitation. It is
considered to be a physical place and a primary shelter for family members, where the
basic needs of individuals such as sleeping, resting, and protection from inclement
weather are met. A proper house or shelter is not just a physical structure; it also embraces
the concepts of value and spirituality such as tranquility, privacy, security and sense of
belonging. In other words, the words house and housing imply such concepts as comfort,
security, property security and sustainability. Given the importance of housing, many
researchers have examined the spiritual and material dimensions of that from different
perspectives. This study evaluates this subject from with an Iranian-Islamic approach.
Islam has promoted the principles of urbanization and urbanism. From the Islamic
perspective, the city and its accommodations are influenced by spiritual and religious
teachings. To date, attempts have been made to consider every physical, mental and
physical aspect of housing in accordance with the principles and styles of Iranian-Islamic
architecture and urban planning so as to meet both material (physical space, etc.) and
spiritual (peace, sense of belonging, etc.) needs of Muslims.

Methodology

In this study, in order to generalize the desired pattern, one of the 13 districts of Mashhad
that has the closest resemblance to the designated components was selected as the model
district, and the other districts were compared with that model. Using the Likert scale and
the Expert Choice software, eleven components of Iranian-Islamic housing were
extracted and measured, including identity, modesty, lack of extravagance, lack of
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arrogance, hierarchy, central yard, introversion, security, area, concealment, and density
of choice.. Then, the data were digitally fed to GIS, and the model was subject to analysis.

Results and discussion

This study shows that density has the highest value, which is compatible with the status
of the criteria included in the Iranian-Islamic architecture of District 8 in Mashhad. The
findings of the study suggest that District 8 can serve as a model of housing based on
Iranian-Islamic criteria. In the next step, the conformity of the criteria is observed
sequentially in Districts 9, 11, 2, 5 and 6. The highest degree of incongruence with
Iranian-Islamic housing criteria belongs to Districts 10 and 1 followed by Districts 13,
12, 7, 4 and 3. According to the other findings, only District 8 of the city has the highest
correspondence to half of the indicators studied, scoring the highest value (2.44) among
the other areas in terms of compliance with Iranian-Islamic housing characteristics.
Therefore, District 8 was used as a reference for comparison with the other areas of
Mashhad to assess the degree of conformity with the studied components. On the other
hand, Districts 1 and 10 had the lowest value (1.56) and were the most alienated from
Iranian-Islamic housing characteristics. The results showed that District 8 of Mashhad
offers a model that is consistent with Iranian-Islamic housing standards. In the other
districts, the standards are not inspired by the characteristics of Iranian-Islamic housing.
For example, the density of 0.158 was the most consistent and the area of 0.049 was the
most incompatible with the optimal Iranian-Islamic housing criteria. The results also
revealed that the components of Iranian-Islamic housing do not exist in more than seven
districts of Mashhad, which is known as Iran's spiritual capital. The areas that still possess
these characteristics have undergone constant urban changes. District 13, which
surrounds the holy shrine of Imam Reza, is one of those areas remarkably irreconcilable
with the components of Iranian-Islamic housing in the city.

Conclusion

With its new structures, the area is devoid of Islamic values and standards and, thus, far
from the Islamic architectural style. Of all the districts of Mashhad, only District 8
complies with Islamic architectural standards by meeting more than half of the criteria
attributed to favorable housing according to Iranian-Islamic standards. It can be a perfect
model for the other areas to generalize and expand the values and patterns of Iranian-
Islamic housing. Therefore, considering the position of the metropolis of Mashhad, it is
necessary to implement the Iranian-Islamic principles and standards of architecture and
urban planning. Promoting the material and spiritual values of the Islamic architecture in
this religious metropolis also seems essential to ensure compliance with the Islamic
patterns of architecture.

Keywords: Iranian-Islamic Housing, Location, Model district, Mashhad
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